
Sunday of the 25th Week of Ordinary Time – Is. 55:6-9; Phil. 1:20-24, 27; & Mt. 20:1-16
 

Today’s extract from Isaiah is the final section of what is usually referred to as “the
Second Isaiah”. This section of the book (chs.40-55) was written towards the end of
the Exile in Babylon and is full of hope of an imminent return to Jerusalem. Here the
Prophet urges people to be wise and to be open to the ways of God: ways that do not
always coincide with how humans would act, “My thoughts are not your thoughts, my
ways not your ways…”
 
Paul writes this letter to the Philippians from a prison cell and yet it is perhaps the
happiest one that he wrote. Philippi was a city founded for Roman Army veterans
many decades earlier. The area had been given to them in grateful thanks for their
service. It was also on a major trading route and so was also populated by merchants
of various kinds. From his prison cell Paul can take a step back and reflect on his life.
In the face of a potential death sentence he is in a dilemma about which would be
better – to live or to die. He concludes by noting that, whatever comes our way in life,
we should always live lives worthy of the Gospel.
 
We are coming to the final stages of St Matthew’s account of Jesus’ ministry (he
enters Jerusalem at the beginning of the next chapter). Many of his thoughts, his
teachings now turn towards the end time, and it is with this in mind that we need to
approach this Parable of the Labourers in the Vineyard. On first hearing it our sense
of fairness is deeply offended. Of course, those who worked the longest hours in all
the heat deserve to be paid more, that is only natural justice! However, and
remember this is written for people who think that “the end is nigh”, Jesus is thinking
of the needs of everyone, not what they deserve. Every labourer needed a denarius
each day to place food on the table that night for his family. He would need to the
same the next and the next and so on. The image of God presented in this parable,
therefore, is of Someone who looks out for our needs, not our deserts… thank God!
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Monday of the 25th Week of Ordinary Time – (21st September, the Feast of St
Matthew) Eph. 4:1-7, 11-13 & Mt. 9:9-13

Writing from his prison cell, St Paul urges his audience always to have a regard for
unity in the community and to do all they can to promote harmony. In this context he
goes on to talk about individual roles in this endeavour. First mentioned are ‘the
apostles’ of which, of course, St Matthew is one. Whatever their different roles,
whatever our roles may be, “building up the body of Christ” is paramount.
 
St Matthew pulls no punches in recounting how Jesus called up from his tax office.
Whereas the other Synoptic Gospels refer to “Levi” as the tax collector, Matthew
himself has no such qualms. “Guilty as charged,” as far as he is concerned. The
message is clear: anyone, from whatever unpromising background, may be called to
help in the mission to offer the healing and mercy Jesus talks about.
 

Tuesday of the 25th Week of Ordinary Time – Proverbs 21:1-6, 10-13 & Lk. 8:19-21

The Book of Proverbs, from which our First Readings are taken today and tomorrow, is
a collection of wise sayings collected over a long period of time and probably used for
instructional purposes with young people. Many years ago my lecturer in Wisdom
Literature at university suggested that they may have been sayings that young men 
(and it would only have been men in those days) would learn by writing out as they
prepared to be part of the “civil service” needed to help the smooth running   the
Kingdoms of Israel and Judah. They always remind me of stitching samplers done by
pious women (and this time it would have been only women!) in evangelical
households in the Nineteenth Century. The sayings offer sound advice for good living
in society.
 
Our Gospel today is very short, very simple and a piece of wonderful irony! When Jesus
is told about his mother and brothers, he notes that his true mother and brothers are,
“those who hear the word of God and keep it.” Of course, Mary his mother is our
paradigm of someone who heard and kept God’s word in everything she did: “the first
and best disciple”.
 

 



Wednesday of the 25th Week of Ordinary Time – (23rd September – St Pius of
Pietrelcina) Prov. 30:5-9 & Lk. 9:1-6

The author of this part of the Book of Proverbs is praying here for freedom from the
tyranny of gossip and to have sufficient in life to live on, but not to excess, the better
to keep God’s commandments. Recently Pope Francis has talked about the harm
gossip does within the church. Perhaps it something for us to reflect on when we
hear this Reading.

www.LumoProject.com/FreeBibleImages

Thursday of the 25th Week of Ordinary Time – (24th September – Our Lady of
Walsingham) Eccles. 1:2-11 & Lk. 8:19-21

Keeping to the First Reading for Ordinary Time on this feast, we have here the
opening sentences of an intriguing book of the Hebrew Scriptures which tries to
tackle the fundamental unfairness of life. In a rather simplistic view of life the good
were supposed to prosper and the bad to suffer. On this feast we celebrate a woman,
in Our Lady, who was thoroughly good in everything she did, and yet she suffered
greatly in her life: most especially having to witness the death of her son on the Cross.
The basic unfairness of life brought about a crisis of faith in Israel, as it does at times
for many believers in different generations.
 
I have chosen to repeat our Gospel from Tuesday because of its connection with Mary
as our greatest example of discipleship. Above all others she is the one who heard
God’s word and kept it, without fail in everything she did. On this special English feast
of Our Lady it is good to be reminded of her example as we ask for her prayers on our
journey of faith.

Although today’s Gospel extract is about the Twelve
going out on a mission, and the saint of the day,
Padre Pio, by contrast stayed in the same Friary from
the day he entered the Franciscan Order, the frugal
nature of what the apostles are to take with them on
their journey is very apt. The poverty and simplicity of
someone like Padre Pio, and the enormous impact he
had on so many people, in spite of staying in the
same place all his adult life, shows how such example
can be truly “missionary”. Most of us will live very
simple lives in a small, not very important location
and yet we, too, could have a great impact on others.
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Friday of the 25th Week of Ordinary Time – Eccles. 3:1-11 & Lk. 9:18-22

Although on the face of it a rather gloomy poem, these lines from Ecclesiastes
underline the fundamental mystery of life. To a large extent our attempts to
understand the world around us are both futile and arrogant. We cannot fully
comprehend reality in its full manifestation, and yet, as thinking beings we
nonetheless have to engage in this activity, but with true humility, bowing before the
ultimate majesty of God.

In today’s Gospel we are given St Luke’s account of Peter’s confession of faith in
Jesus as the Messiah, the Christ. This is a much shorter account of this event that the
one given us by St Matthew. Here we note another reference by St Luke to Jesus
praying alone – something that was clearly a regular practice for him. The prediction
of his Passion and Death is common to all three Synoptic Gospels as Jesus continues
to prepare his disciples for what is to come.

Saturday of the 25th Week of Ordinary Time – Eccles. 11:9-12:8 & Lk. 9:43-45

In the chapters between our first two extracts from this Book of Ecclesiastes and this
final one from the end of the book the author has tried to engage with the mysteries
of life. Now, as he draws his reflections to a close, he repeats the ultimate futility of all
such an exercise as he confirms that God is the almighty One who alone will judge all
peoples, at the end of the day.
 
Continuing the theme of the ultimate mystery of God, once again we find the
disciples at a loss to understand what Jesus is saying about his fate at the hands of
the authorities. Although unable to understand it seems that, for some reason, they
were also afraid to ask what all of this meant. Perhaps we might reflect on why they
were so “afraid” to ask. Were they afraid, perhaps, of the answer and its implications
for them, or was it something else?
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